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WHERE EMISSIONS COME FROM

TIPPING POINTS Rising temperatures are triggering ‘tipping points’ 
which will accelerate the heating even further.

Loss of sea ice. 
Ice reflects heat 
from the sun, 

whereas darker 
ocean absorbs it.

Deforestation.  
Deforestation and 
climate change are 

destabilising rainforests - 
which risks driving 
emissions higher.

Permafrost. Rising 
temperatures are melting tundra 

which will then release huge 
volumes of methane - 25x more 

damaging than CO2.

17% of 
Amazon 

lost since 
1970

Most northerly polar 
regions may lose all 
summer sea ice by 

2035 There are over 
1,500 billion 

tonnes of carbon 
stored in 

permafrost
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Industrialisation, increasing consumption and 
fossil fuel use have driven a huge increase in 
greenhouse gas emissions. Scientists agree 
that we need to keep global average increases 
to less than1.5C and emissions below 400ppm. 
We are already at 412ppm.
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Global mean temperature - 
compared to 1850-1900 averages

CHANGES IN LAND/SEA USE
SPECIES OVEREXPLOITATION

INVASIVE SPECIES AND DISEASE
POLLUTION / CLIMATE CHANGE
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DECLINE IN BIODIVERSITY (LIVING PLANET INDEX 2020)
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loss
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THE RENEWABLES REVOLUTION

ENERGY FROM 
SOLAR AND 

OFFSHORE WIND 
WILL BE 

CHEAPER THAN 
GAS BY 2030

Rising demand, new technology and economies of scale are driving down 
the cost of renewables. Many are becoming competitive without subsidy.

81%

49%

69%

of British people think that there IS a climate emergency

of British people believe that the government should respond 
to climate change with the same urgency as Covid-19

of British people feel that not having a green recovery from 
Covid-19 would mean the government had its priorities wrong
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