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The recovery from Covid should be greener
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As the urgency, and potential catastrophe, of global warming becomes increasingly 
understood, there are pressures from all sides to ensure that the recovery from Covid is a 
green one.  

Some governments have linked Covid bailouts to more stringent green goals. 

The world is witnessing the unusual situation of companies urging faster action from 
governments in shaping the market. In the States, 330 businesses worth a combined 
$11.5 trillion have urged Congress to include the climate in any recovery plan. 

In 2020, the Task-force on Climate related Financial Disclosures (TCFD) had signed up 
over 1,000 companies globally. And in November, Rishi Sunak announced the intention 
to make Task Force on Climate-related Financial Disclosures aligned disclosures fully 
mandatory across the economy by 2025. 

Even the OECD has recognised the economic opportunity alongside the environmental 
necessities. They advocate that cleaner air quality, healthier water, effective waste 
management, and enhanced biodiversity protection not only reduce the vulnerability of 
communities to pandemics and improve resilience, but have the potential to boost 
economic activity, generate income, create jobs, and reduce inequalities.  

They describe how a green recovery is a win-win strategy and how governments have a 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to ensure a sustainable recovery by: 

Stepping up actions for a green and inclusive recovery. 

Speeding the transition to a low-emissions economy. 

Tracking progress through pertinent, comparable and timely data. 

Leveraging finance to invest in the green recovery.

BUILD BACK GREENER

Buildings may become closer to nature than you can imagine.
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Maybe buildings of the future don't need to be AI filled structures face mapping our 
every move. Perhaps they need to be self-sustainable and responsive structures infused 
with a bit of biology.  

Concern over the embodied energy and carbon as well as resource depletion, is 
beginning to impact on the design and construction of new buildings. Traditional design, 
manufacturing, and construction processes demand huge amounts of energy and 
resources, but the resulting buildings give nothing back. To make the future more 
sustainable, some architects are experimenting with dynamic structures that give as much 
as they take. They aim to build with nature, not against it. 

The Fab Tree Hab project embodies many of the advantages of living architecture. Unlike 
contemporary buildings, living structures absorb greenhouse gases instead of emitting 
them. They can self-assemble as well as self-repair. Need an extra room? Grow one. 

More generally, building biology is about creating healthy, beautiful, and sustainable 
buildings in ecologically sound and socially connected communities. In the selection of 
materials and the design of living environments, ecological, economic, and social aspects 
are considered. These principles should offer: 

Healthy Indoor Air 

Thermal and Acoustic Comfort 

Human-based Design 

Sustainable Environmental Performance 

Socially Connected and Ecological Sound Communities 
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